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Graphium macfarlanei

The Green Triangle is not very common south of Coen, but is occasionally
fairly common in the Cairns area.  In the north of its range the larvae are
mostly found on Polyalthia or Melodorum, but near Cairns the females lay
mostly on introduced Custard Apple or Soursop plants.  Green Triangles
feed on plants in the Annonaceae (Custard Apple) family.

Breeding is usually from about December to April (the wet season), and the pupae remain dormant for the
remainder of the year.  Females often lay their eggs on the old leaves, about 30 to 50 cm down from the
growing tip but if the host plant is flushing all over with new growth the eggs are placed on the new
growth.

When the egg hatches the tiny larva makes its
way to the tip of the new growth and eats this
new growth till at least the third instar.  If there
is an abundance of new growth the larva will
continue to eat this throughout its life.

For the first two
instars the larvae are
almost impossible to
tell apart from those of
the Green Spotted
Triangle.

After the second moult the white bands on the
back of the larva turn more yellow and this now
distinguishes them from the Green Spotted
Triangle.

From the third moult onwards the larvae take on a
reddish brown or ginger colour and no longer can be
confused with Green Spotted Triangle larvae



There is some variation in the colour of
the larvae in the final stages but the
‘ginger’ look is fairly consistent.



These images show a collection of larvae feeding on Melodorum leichhardtii.



This larva is fully grown and is now preparing to attach itself to the stem for pupating.

When the pupa is fresh it is transparent but after several days it darkens up and the outer skin becomes fairly
firm.  Even then there is still some degree of transparency.



This pupa is going to hatch in a
few days and the wings of the
butterfly can be seen developing
within.

Like all butterflies, when the
butterfly first emerges the wings are
folded and tiny.  A fluid stored in the
abdomen is pumped into the wings
to expand them to full size.  The
butterfly then hangs in this position
till the fluid has set (like epoxy
resin).  This may take several hours
depending on the weather.

Only when the wings are rigid can
the adult fly.  At this stage all moths
and butterflies are vulnerable to
attach by predators.



About the only time you
will ever see a Triangle
butterfly sitting with its
wings spread open is when
they are drying their wings
prior to taking their first
flight.

If you want to take good
photographs of butterflies
you should raise them
from the egg stage so you
can take images of perfect
specimens.



Most larvae never make it to the butterfly
stage, they heavily are attached by parasites.
Various parasites attack the eggs, larvae and
pupae.  Wasps attack the eggs and pupae
while flies lay eggs on the larvae or the host
plant.  This fly hatched from a pupa and its
egg was laid on the host plant and
swallowed by the larva when it ate the leaf.



Green Triangle butterflies breed on plants in the Annonaceae (Custard Apple) family.  These are
rainforest plants that are shrubs, trees and vines.  As well as the native plants they use most of the
introduced fruit trees in this family.

The larvae are most commonly seen on Custard Apple and Soursop trees simply because these are
common in gardens in the tropics.  In the wild more preferred host plants are Polyalthia and
Melodorum.

Polyalthia nitidissima is a very hardy plant
that occurs in coastal, dry or monsoon
rainforests, as well as in vine thicket
patches.  Very widespread, it occurs in the
top end of the Northern Territory, and from
Torres Strait, in Queensland, to Iluka. in
New South Wales.

The fruit are eaten by birds.

Native plant nurseries often stock it.

Polyalthia nitidissima



Melodorum leichhardtii
Melodorum leichhardtii (Acid Drop Fruit) is a
scrambling vine that occurs in rainforest from Cape
York, in Queensland, to central New South Wales.  It
is a very hardy plant and often available from native
plant nurseries.



Melodorum sp. Stewart Creek
I have split this plant off from Uvaria leichhardtii as it is
easily distinguished by the flowers that develop singly and
by the size and shape of the leaves.  Melodorum
leichhardtii has the flowers in pairs; they are more rounded
with thinner petals and the buds stay dormant for long
periods of time.

Species Stewart Creek is only found in the wet rainforests
of the Wet Tropics.  It develops into a large vine, though
with very severe pruning each year it can be kept as a
shrub.  The problem with pruning it heavily is that you will
probably cut off the butterfly pupae that are waiting to
hatch.  If you live in the range of the Fourbar Swordtail
you should never prune any of your Melodorum vines as
no matter how hard you look you will not find many of the
pupae of this butterfly.

Like the other Melodorums this one has strongly perfumed
flowers.



Miliusa brahei

Miliusa brahei (Raspberry Jelly Tree) is
a slow-growing tree that takes more than
ten years to flower.  The very small,
glossy leaves are quite attractive, while
the flowers are rather unusual.

It is found in the top end of Western
Australia and Northern Territory, and in
Queensland from Cape York to about
Mackay, usually in monsoon or moist
rainforest, especially coastal.

Crush the leaves of this plant and have a
sniff, you should be rewarded with the
smell of Raspberry Jelly - or not -
depending on your own individual
olfactory sense.



Only the main native host plants of this butterfly are shown in the
profile.  I have found that they will eat most other species in the
Annonaceae family but as the Green Triangle is very rare on the
Atherton Tableland were we live I have not been able to observe if they
will lay on the full range.

For a complete overview of all the native Annonaceae you should
purchase a copy of the “Australian Tropical Plants” DVD.

http://http://www.rainforestmagic.com.au/atp.html

